
Claresholm & District Chamber of Commerce 
Annual General Meeting  

MINUTES 
Monday February 15, 2017 

 
Present:   Donna Courage, Brian Chartrand, Lori Beazer, Mike Sherman, John Connor, Santanna Thom, Ken 

Favrholdt, Betty Fieguth, Rachel Lachance, Bernie Kennedy, Christy Randall, Lauren Billey, Chad and 
Natasha Trowbridge, Kelsie Bowen-Preete, Rob Vogt, Marilyn Curry, David Richardson, Ali Shivji, 
Lorraine Norgard, Amanda Zimmer, Justin Sweeney, Judith Sweeney, Tony Walker, John Corlett, Dahlin 
Sabey, Keith Richardson 

 
1. Introduction of Board 

Director, Tony Walker welcomed everyone for attending and introduced the current Chamber board. 
 

2. Guest Speaker 
Dahlin Sabey, CPA CGA, CFP from Sabey & Company provided a very informative presentation on “Tax Tips and 
Traps.” 
 

3. Call Meeting to Order/Agenda/Approval of Last Year’s Minutes 
Donna Courage, President called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. The agenda was accepted as presented on a 
motion made Ali Shivji, seconded by Marilyn Curry, carried. The minutes from February 16, 2016’s AGM were 
circulated and accepted as presented on a motion made by Tony Walker, seconded by Betty Fieguth, carried. 

 
4. New Business 

4.1 Outdoor Fitness Parks 
Donna announced that she has commenced a project through the Chamber to create two outdoor fitness 
parks in Claresholm, one on each side of town. She expects that it will cost approximately $60,000.00 in 
total, $40,000 in equipment and $20,000.00 in kind. She has been looking into grants and donations for 
the $40,000.00.  She would like to see the community keep fit. It was suggested that she talk to the gym 
owners in town to see if they have an interest in it and working in conjunction with the parks.  

 
5. Treasurer’s Report 

Lorraine Norgard moved acceptance of the financial reports for the last year as presented, seconded by David 
Richardson, carried. 
 
Budgets for the Chamber and the Trade Fair were presented and reviewed. Amanda Zimmer moved acceptance 
of both budgets, seconded by Brian Chartrand, carried. 
 

6. President’s Report 
Donna Courage read her President’s Report for the last year. 
 

7. Proposed Changes to the ByLaws 
Changes to the ByLaws was circulated and reviewed. 
5.1.1 “90 days instead of 60 days.” Reasoning: To have the books updated, the Trade Show complete and give 
the executive time to arrange for the AGM, it is suggested that the AGM be held 90 within days of fiscal year end. 
Approved. 
 
5.2.4 “Inserted into the local newspaper.”  Reasoning: Do we do this? Do we need to keep doing this? Discussion 
held re: social media. Leave as currently is. 
 
6.2 Article 4.1 is where it suggests that voting is done by ballot. 6.2 suggests it will “normally be by show of 
hand....”. Approved that elections for Executive positions be done by ballot and all other voting be done 
by show of hands.  
 

 

 



6.3 Members cannot vote by proxy. Yet 7.4 mentions voting by proxy. Agreed to remove vote by proxy on 
a vote of 22 for and 4 against. Carried. 
 
Article 11:  Staffing – all new.  
 
Tony also suggested that we prepare a “Policy and Procedure Manual” for the Chamber. It would include more 
details about which events we manage, how they are organized, staffing, the phone, etc. He offered to compile a 
P&P outline for our next meeting. 
 
5.6.1 Every person to sign the minutes. Unanimously agreed to remove this item.  
  

8. Elections – Tony Walker took over as Chair to run the elections. 
8.1 President 

Tony Walker nominated Donna Courage, seconded by Justin Sweeney, carried. Ali Shivji moved 
nominations cease, seconded by John Connor. Donna accepted the nomination. Donna Courage was 
elected to position of President by acclamation. 
 

8.2 Vice President 
Donna Courage nominated Kelsie Bowen-Preete. Christy Randall moved nominations cease. Kelsie 
accepted the nomination. Kelsie Bowen-Preete was elected to the position of Vice President by 
acclamation.  

 
 8.3 Secretary-Treasurer 

Ali Shivji nominated Lorraine Norgard, Kelsie Bowen-Preete moved nominations cease. Lorraine 
accepted her nomination.  Lorraine Norgard was elected to the position of Secretary-Treasurer by 
acclamation.  

 
 8.4 Directors (minimum of 3 to a maximum of 11 
  The following were nominated: 

- Betty Fieguth; accepted. 
- Tony Walker; accepted. 
- Marilyn Curry; gratefully declined. 
- Lori Beazer; accepted. 
- Michelle Smith; accepted. 
- Brian Chartrand; accepted. 
- Santanna Thom; accepted. 
- John Connor; accepted. 
- Mike Sherman; accepted. 
- John Corlett; accepted. 
- Sherry Levesque; accepted. 
- Amanda Zimmer; accepted. 
Kelsie Bowen-Preete moved nominations cease. All accepted nominations were elected as Directors. 
Donna Courage took over as chairperson as elections concluded. 

 
9.  Next Meeting 

Our next general meeting will be held March 15. 
 

10. Economic Board’s “Town Branding” 
Justin Sweeney spoke on the upcoming “town branding” information community meeting which will be held 
February 16 at the Claresholm Community Centre, in two session 10-2 and 6-9. Justin encouraged everyone to 
attend. 
 

11. Adjournment 
Lori Beazer moved the meeting be adjourned at 9:10 p.m, seconded by Brian Chartrand, carried. 


