
        Claresholm & District Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Meeting 

April 17, 2017 
MINUTES 

 
Present: Donna Courage, Lorraine Norgard, Justin Sweeney, John Corlett, Tony Walker, Brian Chartrand and Betty 

Fieguth. 
 
Absent: Michelle Smith, Sherry Levesque, Kelsie Bowen-Preete, Mike Sherman, Lori Beazer and Santanna Thom.  

Note: Further to Donna’s email, John Connor has resigned as a Director. 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:10 pm by Donna Courage. 
 

2. Acceptance/Additions to Agenda 
The agenda was accepted at presented on a motion made by John Corlett, seconded by Lorraine Norgard, carried. 
  

3. Acceptance of Minutes  
The minutes of March 20, 2017’s Executive meeting were accepted as presented with removing Tony Walker from 
being present twice, on a motion made by Tony Walker, seconded Justin Sweeney, carried. 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report 
Lorraine presented information she received from First Data when she tried to cancel the credit card account. She 
was told we have a a 4-year contract and would have to pay $500.00 to cancel early. (I was to believe that we had 
to take a 2-year contract from what the man said when I called in). We went with First Data as they were 
recommended by Alberta Chamber of Commerce as well as from the Credit Union where we bank. We can change 
the account to “seasonal” and only pay $120 to run it for brief time. Our rates on Mastercard and Visa purchases 
are being reduced somewhat, as well as our Visa/MC Non-Qual Surcharge rate. The Terminal Rate will be reduced 
as well. Tony moved that we adjust our contract to Seasonal from December 1 to March 31, seconded by Betty 
Fieguth, carried. 
 

5. Committee Reports 
5.1 Easter Egg-citement  

Donna circulated a financial statement on the project. Brian reported they had over 130 kids who all 
thoroughly enjoyed the fun! It was great weather and a great turnout and very well received. 

 
5.2 Mexican Fiesta 

Our next event will be Mexican Fiesta held Friday, June 16 at Amundsen Park, lead by Kelsie Bowen-
Preete.         May 2017 

 
6. Old Business 

6.1 New Business Awards Categories 
Donna held a vote by email and three categories were established. We will work on this project at the 
next meeting, announcing the 3 categories. We will start advertising beginning of August and do 
presentations during Small Business week in October.  May 2017 

  

 



 6.2 Multiple Advertising in the Local Press for Meetings – Budget? 
Discussion held on need to have an ad in the paper for each general meeting. Our meetings dates and 
locations are available on our Facebook page and on our website. Lorraine moved that we stop 
advertising the monthly Chamber meetings in the paper, however we do continue to advertise our events 
and speaker series in the Local Press. Seconded by Brian Chartrand, carried. 
 
Donna will ask Carrie Anderson to show her how to review analytical tracking for our website. We are 
getting good hits from our Facebook boosts.  

 
 6.3 Director’s Insurance and Event Insurance 

The cost of event insurance for Easter Egg-citment for 2 hours was $55.00. Keslie had previously 
suggested that we get annual insurance that would cover all our events as well as Director’s insurance and 
that would be more economical. Lorraine has three insurance quotes to review, and would ask that a 
decision be made by the Board. Due to time constraints today it will be left for the next meeting.  
      May 2017 

 
7. New Business 

7.1 Evening Meetings 
Lorraine and Donna have both heard from many members that they would prefer evening meetings, as 
many cannot attend during the day as they are running their business. The June 21st meeting will become 
an even meeting at Grandma’s Kitchen (if she is open at night). 6:00 p.m. Lorraine suggested that even 
7:00 pm be tried so that people can have already ate before coming and we don’t always have to organize 
a meal. 
 

 7.2 Speaker Series – Dahlin Sabey, June evening meeting or coaching night? 
Donna will talk with Dahlin to make sure this will work for him, and let us know at the next Exec meeting. 
He was very well received at the AGM and many asked to have him speak again. He is very busy for awhile 
yet with income tax season.  

 
 7.3 Beautification with the EDC 

A separate meeting will follow tonight after our Exec meeting, to review the Chamber and EDC working 
together on beautifying Claresholm. 

 
 7.4 Bursary Application 

Donna provided information as Lorraine had circulated for a $3,000 bursary for a Chamber member to 
attend the Canadian Chamber of Commerce AGM and Convention in Fredericton, NB September 23 to 25. 
Brian stated he was very interested and will look into it. Tony asked him to look into expenses and let us 
know at the next Executive meeting. It would be awesome to have someone from our Chamber attend. 

  
8. Next Meetings 

8.1 The next General meeting will be held Wednesday, April 19 at Casa Roma at 6:00 p.m., in the evening in 
coordination with a Speaker Series at 7:00 p.m. with Todd Hirsch. No cost for members to attend the Speaker 
Series. Casa Roma will supply us with a menu, and everyone will be responsible to pay for their own supper 
and beverages. 

8.2 The next Executive meeting will be held on Monday, May 15 at EDO’s office 5:00 pm. 
 

9. Adjournment 
Tony Walker moved that the meeting be adjourned at 5:35 p.m., seconded by John Corlett, carried. 
 
Those present stayed to meet with the Economic Development Committee to review beautification suggestions 
and undertakings, until 7:10 p.m.  


