
 

 

Claresholm & District Chamber of Commerce 

General Meeting 

MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017  

 
 
 

Present:  Donna Courage, Lorraine Norgard, Dahlin Sabey, Kristina Johnson, Rob Vogt, Bettie Caldwell, 
Paul Champion, Iqbal Nurmohamed, Karen Needham, Don Reimer, Doug Umscheid, Val Umscheid, David 
Richardson. 

 
1. Call Meeting to Order 

President Donna Courage called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  She introduced Kristina 
Johnson to the Chamber for the summer months as our student employee. 
 

2. Acceptance/Additions to Agenda 
The agenda was accepted as presented on a motion made by Karen Needham, seconded by Iqbal 
Nurmohamed, carried. 
 

3. Minutes of April 19th 2017  
Lorraine circulated the minutes of our last Chamber General meeting being held May 17, 2017. 
Wilf Gour’s name was missing in attendance. Val Umscheid moved to accept them with that 
correction, seconded by Karen Needham, carried. 
 

4. Financial Report  
Lorraine circulated the financial reports of January 1, 2017 – May 31, 2017. The only change in the 
Trade Fair account is the interest earned. She reviewed the highlights to the Chamber account in 
the last month. Lorraine so moved her report, seconded by Karen Needham, carried. 

 
5. Committee Reports 

5.1 Speaker Series  
Bryon Anderson has been confirmed to talk at our July 19 meeting at noon which will be 
held at Grandma’s Kitchen.  
 

5.2 Mexican Fiesta – June 16th  
Kelsie couldn’t be here tonight. We felt it went well and was fun, even if the wind got cold 
midpoint of evening. Many were good to help out – AUPE did the cooking this year, Town 
helped haul and set up panels and tent. When it was time to take everything down, many 
that were there pitched in and helped.  A BIG THANK YOU to everyone helping with it. 

 
 5.3 Fair Days 

The Chamber had committed to putting in a float in the Claresholm Parade August 12. Mike 
Sherman and John Corlett are the leads, and Kristina will help as well. Volunteers are 
always welcome to help out any way they can. Suggestions included decorating a flat deck 
trailer (perhaps Watt & Stewart), as well as if we could have a float entered in Granum (July 
1) and Stavely’s (end of August) parades as well. That will be for Mike, John and Kristina to 
consider. Val Umscheid volunteered to help with the float.  

  

 



 
6. New Business 

6.1 Business of the Year Awards – New Business Awards Categories 
There are 3 awards this year: 
- Business of the Year (must be a Chamber member) 
- Customer Service (could be a non-Chamber member) 
- Community Involvement (could be a non-Chamber member) is what was agreed to at 

the May 17 meeting. 
We have a sub-committee for this, Donna Courage, Tony Walker, John Corlett, and Lori 
Beazer to put it together. They have come up with some criteria and will work further on 
that, criteria to determine winners from nominations as well as prizes, etc. Advertising 
needs to start early August and awards will be presented mid October with Small Business 
Week. 

 
7. Speaker Series 

Donna introduced and Dahlin Sabey, from Sabey & Company. Dahlin gave a presentation on 
“Money Matters” regarding investments, trends and history on investment trends. Very 
informative and good question and answer time was held. The information was very beneficial 
and appreciated. 

 
8. Next General Meetings 

Our next General meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 19, 2017, at 12 noon, Speaker Series, 
with Bryon Anderson talking at our Lunch n Learn held at Grandma’s Kitchen. 
 
There will not be a General Meeting held in August, so we return after that with a General 
Meeting on September 20 at Douros. 
 
Executive have agreed not to have a meeting in July, but will be in August as will be meeting with 
Tracy Acorn from the Alberta Chamber of Commerce.  
 

9. Adjournment 
In closing, Donna asked to hear from members as to the direction they of what they want the 
Chamber to do for them. She also reminded them to look on the Chamber’s website and see what 
benefits they do have access to through the Alberta Chamber of Commerce by being our 
members. Dahlin moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Iqbal, carried. 

 


